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the population. From an ethical, as well as from a theoretical, it, therefore, such an outcome merits consideration.
G THEORY IN SOCIAL CONTEXT
3 determine the possible relevance of theory may be illustrated, placing crime and its attendant ills in an appropriate social con-then, by noting possible ways in which theory might be applied
tart, it is worth noting that, of the various types of crime, those ch the average citizen seems most concerned are predatory acts ctly threaten either his property, his loved ones, or his own per-pite the outrageous costs of both white-collar and organized ley either seem so impersonal or so closely intertwined with our : and political systems, or with such subterranean pleasures as f, prostitution, and vice, that they arouse much less popular and pposition. Hence, from a purely pragmatic standpoint, it might
0 focus on traditional crimes and who it is that commits them. :her clear priorities are implied.
wrtance of age In any consideration of priorities, one finding it above all others: traditional crime is predominantly a youthful :non. It is concentrated so heavily in the adolescent and early rs that it is obviously related to this crucial phase in the life cycle, that crucial phase could be affected in such a way that crime less important part in it, the results for everyone could be highly
; socializing institutions As a phase in the life cycle, adolescence me progressively longer during the past century. Except for con-
1 their parents and teachers, children and adolescents have been gly segregated from other adults and the responsibilities asso-th adulthood. Yet as the degree of age segregation has increased, lizing influence of the family and school has decreased.
;y Davis (1979) highlights the dramatic finding that, because of >rce rates and the current trend toward single parenthood, the i that a child will remain with both parents throughout child-been reduced to about the same level it was in the preindustrial i high death rates were the primary cause of family disruption, has the divorce rate tripled since 1933, but the number of il-